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The State Department’s top human 
rights official said yesterday that Israel “not 
only has the right but the obligation” to re- 
store order in the violence-scarred occupied 
territories and to use “appropriate levels of 
force” to achieve this goal. 

The statement, made as Israel took the 
most stringent measures to date to end Pal- 
estinian unrest in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, was the closest a senior administra- 
tion official has come to a general U.S. en- 
dorsement of the Israeli crackdown against 
Palestinian protesters. 

“In our view, Israel clearly has not only 
the4ight, but the obligation, to preserve or 
restore order in the occupied territories 
and to use appropriate levels of force to 
accomplish that end,” said Richard Schifter, 
assistant secretary of state for. human 
rights and humanitarian affairs. 

. Neither Schifter nor half a dozen members 
of Congress attending a special 90-minute 
House hearing on Israeli tactics in dealing 
with the unrest made any specific mention of 
the latest Israeli measures, "which include 
sealing off the entire West Bank and Gaza 
Strip for the first time in 21 years of military 
occupation and a full military curfew for Pal- 
estinians living in the strip. 

However, State Department spokesman 
Charles E. Redman said yesterday the Unit- 
ed States “regrets” the restrictions being 
imposed by Israel, including those limiting 
news media access to the occupied territo- 
ries. “We hope these restrictions will be 
lifted quickly and not resumed,” he added. 

“The continuing violent demonstrations 
by Palestinians and the harsh security mea- 
sures taken by Israeli authorities in re- 
sponse are creating widespread suffering,” 
Redman said. 

The department spokesman said Israel 
was “well aware” of U.S. views. 

There has been an international outcry 
over thousands of Israeli arrests and beat- 
ings, and the shooting deaths of more than 
100 Palestinian civilians. 

President David Sadd of the National As- 
sociation of Arab Americans (NAAA)- ap- 
plauded Rep. Gus Yatron (D-Pa.), chairman 
of the House human rights subcommittee, 
for holding the first hearing in 14 years on 
reported Israeli human rights abuses. 

But he said the NAAA was sending Sec- 
retary -of State George P. Shultz a letter 
expressing its concern about the secre- 
tary’s “less-than-forceful presentation” to 
Israel of the administration’s position about 
the abuses. 

Amnesty International yesterday called 
on Israeli authorities to ensure Palestinian 



The Reagan 
grappling with 
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against Palestinian 
eign news coverage of the unrest. 

Interviewed March 20 on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” Shultz said the Israelis had “a 
problem of maintaining order” and that tele- 
vision cameras “may” incite Palestinians to ■ 
‘throw stones. He denied he was “giving ex- • 
cuses” for the Israeli news media restric- 1 
tions and said he was “explaining the situ- ) 
ation they [the Israelis] are in.” ; 

Schifter yesterday sought to make a dis- ; 
tinction between Israeli “brutalization” of ; 
Palestinian prisoners and “random beating ; 
of civilians” on the one hand and Israeli tac- • 
tics in dealing with “acts of violence” and ’ 
“violent protests.” 

He said the United States had protested - - 
“regularly and consistently” to “the highest . . 
level of the Israeli government” about the ; ! 
first kinds of reported Israeli abuses. But he : 
made a clear distinction between these ac- ; 
tions and reports of Israeli military abuses ■ 
in dealing with the latter. .i ] 

“There is a sharp difference between a : 
peaceful march in which slogans might be ' 
displayed or shouted and acts of violence. ' 
While we must insist on human rights ' 
grounds on respect for the right of peaceful 
assembly, this does not extend to assembly r 
for the purpose of throwing rocks and fire- 
bombs.” Schifter J 
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